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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Regulations — Executive Committee of State Board of Health Authorized to Promul- 
gate Regulations on Certain Subjects. (Chap. 419, Acts of 1912, Adopted Feb. 12, 
1912.) 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, That 
the executive committee of the State board of health shall have the power to make, 
adopt, promulgate, and enforce reasonable rules and regulations, from time to time, 
requiring and providing for the thorough sanitation and disinfection of all passenger 
cars, sleeping cars, steamboats, and other vehicles of transportation in this State, and 
also of all convict camps, penitentiaries, jails, hotels, schools, and other places used 
by or open to the public; to provide for the care, segregation, and isolation of persons 
having or suspected of having any cordmunicable contagious or infectious disease; to 
regulate the method of disposition of garbage or sewage and any like refuse matter in or 
near any incorporated town, city, or unincorporated town or village of the State; to 
provide for the thorough investigation and study of the causes of all diseases, epidemics, 
and otherwise in this State, and the means for the prevention of contagious disease, and 
the publication and distribution of such information as may contribute to the preser- 
vation of the public health and the prevention of disease; to make separate orders 
and rules to meet any emergency not provided for by general rules and regulations, 
for the purpose of suppressing nuisances dangerous to the public health, and com- 
municable, contagious, and infectious diseases and other dangers to the public life 
and health: Provided, however, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as 
in anywise limiting any duty, power, or powers now possessed by or heretofore granted 
to the said State board of health or its executive committee by the statutes of this 
State, or as affecting, modifying, or repealing any rule or regulation heretofore adopted 
by said board. 

Sec. 2. That any person who shall, after notice, violate, disobey, refuse, omit, or 
neglect to comply with any rule of said executive committee of the State board of 
health, made by it in pursuance of this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not exceeding the sum of one hundred dollars 
or imprisoned for thirty days: Provided, This section shall not apply to any person 
until the rules of the State board of health are promulgated. 

Hotels, Restaurants, Cafes, and Boarding and Lodging Houses — Regulation of 
(Regulations State Board of Health, Promulgated June 11, 1912). 

Regulation 1. Any proprietor of any hotel or boarding house kept in this State, 
and capable of accommodating more than 75 boarders or lodgers, shall keep a cart well 
covered and so constructed as to be capable of carrying off all the slops and offals from 
said hotel, as well as the sewage from their water-closets and privies, without emitting 
any offensive odors, at the hour hereinafter designated; provided, this does not apply 
to towns with adequate sewerage and proper provisions for disposal of garbage. 
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Reg. 2. It shall be the duty of the proprietor of every such hotel or boarding house 
to cause all such slops, offals, and sewage from their respective establishments to be 
removed in a cart constructed as aforesaid, and emptied at a point designated by the 
local health authorities. 

Reg. 3. It shall be unlawful for any person, persons, firms, or corporations to 
empty, or cause to be emptied, the slops or offals of their respective establishments in 
the streets. 

Reg. 4. No owner, lessee, or keeper of any tenement house, lodging house, boarding 
house, or manufactory, shall cause or allow the same to be overcrowded, or cause or 
allow so great a number of persons to dwell or sleep in such house, or any portion 
thereof, as thereby to cause any danger or detriment to life or health. 

Reg. 5. Every person who shall be the owner, lessee, or keeper or manager of any 
tenement house, boarding house, lodging house, or manufactory, shall provide, or 
cause to be provided, for the accommodation thereof, and for the use of the tenants, 
lodgers, boarders, and workers thereat, adequate privies or water-closets, and the same 
shall be so adequately ventilated, and shall at all times be kept in such cleanly and 
wholesome condition as not to be offensive, or be dangerous or detrimental to life or 
health. And no offensive smell or gases, from or through any outlet or sewer, or through 
any such privy or water-closet, shall be allowed by any person aforesaid to pass into 
such house or any part thereof, or into any other house or building. 

Reg. 6. For all lodging houses a permit in writing from the local board of health 
shall be required, and no person shall have, lease, let, or keep any such lodging house 
or the lodgings therein, or assist in the keeping, hire, or assist in hiring, or conduct 
the business of any such lodging house, or the lodgings therein, except pursuant to 
the terms and conditions of a permit in writing previously obtained therefor from the 
said board of health, an application for which shall be made in accordance with the 
rules and regulations of the board of health by the person or persons who propose to 
use the same. The beds in all lodging houses and in every room of same shall be kept 
in a cleanly condition. 

Reg. 7. All hotels shall hereafter provide each bed, bunk, cot, or other sleeping 
place for the use of guests with pillow slips, under and top sheets, the under sheet to 
be of sufficient size to completely cover the mattress thereof, the top sheet to be of at 
least equal width and to be at least 96 inches long, and folded back at the head so as 
to cover all such top covering. Said pillow slips and sheets must be made of white 
cotton or linen, and all such pillow slips and sheets after being used by one guest must 
be washed and ironed before being used by another guest, a clean set being furnished 
each succeeding guest. 

Reg. 8. In all cities, towns, or villages where a system of waterworks and sewerage 
is maintained for public use, every hotel therein shall within six months after the 
passage of this act be equipped with suitable water-closets for the accommodation of 
its guests, which water-closet shall be connected by proper plumbing with such sewer- 
age system, and there shall be some means of flushing said water-closet with the water 
of said system in such manner as to prevent sewer gas from arising therefrom. The 
washbowls in the main wash room of such hotel must be connected and equipped 
in similar manner, both as to method and time. 

Reg. 9. In all towns and villages not having a system of waterworks, every hotel 
not provided with waterworks and wash rooms, as in preceding section provided, shall 
have properly constructed privies as approved by the State board of health, the same 
to be kept in sanitary condition at all times. 

Reg. 10. No owner or lessee of any building, or any part thereof, shall lease or let, 
or hire out the same or any portion thereof, to be occupied by any person, or allow 
the same to be occupied, as a place in which, or for any one, to dwell or lodge, 
except when said buildings or such parts thereof are sufficiently lighted, ventilated, 
provided, and accommodated, and are in all respects in that condition of cleanliness 
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and wholesomeness for which they ; or either of them, require any such premises to 
be kept. 

Reg. 11. Nor shall any such person rent, let, hire out, or allow, having power to 
prevent the same, to he used as or for a place of sleeping or residence, any portion or 
apartment of any building, which apartment or portion has not at least 2 feet of its 
height and space above the level of ever)' part of the sidewalk and curbstone of any 
adjacent street, nor of which the floor is damp by reason of water from the ground, or 
which is impregnated or penetrated by any offensive gas, smell, or exhalation preju- 
dicial to health; but this section shall not prevent the leasing, renting, or occupancy 
of cellars or rooms less elevated than aforesaid, and as a part of any building rented or 
let, when they are not let or intended to be occupied or used by any person as a sleep- 
ing apartment or as a principal or sole dwelling apartment. 

Reg. 12. Every owner, lessee, and tenant, and manager of any boarding house or 
manufactory shall cause every part thereof and its appurtenances to be put, and shall 
thereafter cause the same to be kept, in a cleanly and wholesome condition, and shall 
speedily cause every department thereof in which any person may sleep, dwell, or 
work to be adequately lighted and ventilated: and, if the same be a manufactory, 
shall cause every part thereof in which any person may work to be maintained at such 
temperature and be provided with such accommodation and safeguards as not by 
reason of the want thereof or of anything about the condition of such manufactory or 
its appurtenances to cause any unnecessary danger or detriment to the life or health 
of any person being properly therein or thereat. 

Reg. 13. The walls and ceilings throughout any tenement or lodging house shall 
be thoroughly whitewashed or painted, papered, or kalsomined as required by the 
board of health, and not less than once in each year. 

Reg. 14. Every keeper or proprietor of a hotel or boarding house, and every other 
person having for use a bathing house upon any beach or shore of the ocean, for the 
accommodation of his guests, or of other persons for pay, shall provide for the safety 
of such bathers two lines of sound, serviceable, and strong manila or hemp rope, 
not less than 1 inch in diameter, anchored at some point above high water, at the 
same distance apart as the line of bathing houses, or space fronting on such beach 
occupied by them is in width; and from the two points at which such life lines are 
so anchored such line shall be made to extend as far into the surf as bathing is ordi- 
narily safe and free from danger of drowning to persons not expert in swimming, 
and at such points of safety such lines shall be anchored and buoyed. From the 
two points of such lines so extended, anchored, and buoyed a third line shall be 
extended connecting the two extremities and buoyed at such points as to be prin- 
cipally above the surface of the water, thereby inclosing a space within such lines 
and the beach within which bathing is believed to be safe. Every such keeper 
or proprietor or other such person shall cause to be painted and put up, in some prom- 
inent place upon the beach near such bathing houses, the following words: "Bathing 
beyond the lines is dangerous.' - Such lines so placed, anchored, and buoyed, and 
such notices so put up, shall continue and be so maintained by every such keeper, 
proprietor, or other persons during the entire season of bathing. The owner of a 
bathing house shall not be subject to the provisions of this section where it is used, 
occupied, or maintained by a lessee for hire, but such lessee shall be deemed the 
keeper or proprietor thereof. 

Reg. 15. No hotel, lodging or boarding house, or restaurant shall be maintained in 
the State of South Carolina that has not a properly screened dining room, kitchen, 
bed rooms, toilet rooms, and pantries. 

Reg. 16. Every hotel, lodging or boarding house, and restaurant in South Carolina 
shall keep its kitchen and pantry in a sanitary condition, and if said hotel, etc., shall 
be found in insanitary condition it shall be closed by State board of health or its 
properly accredited officer until insanitary conditions are remedied. 
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Reg. 17. All hotels, boarding houses, and lodging houses, restaurants in South Caro- 
lina that are not in towns shall provide pure drinking water and shall submit samples 
to the State board of health chemist quarterly for analysis. 

Depots and Public Conveyances, Passenger Cars, Boats, etc. — Prevention of the 
Spread of Communicable Diseases by and the Sanitary Regulation of (Regula- 
tions State Board of Health Promulgated June 11, 1912). 

Regulation 1. Contagious diseases barred from public vehicles. — No person known 
to be suffering from the following contagious diseases, smallpox, scarlet fever, diph- 
theria, measles, whooping cough, or other quarantinable diseases, shall be allowed to 
enter or ride in any day coach, sleeping car, interurban car, or street car, and when 
any such person is discovered tq be in any car as mentioned above, it shall be the duty 
of the conductor or other individual in charge of said car to notify the nearest or most 
accessible county or city health officer, and the latter shall remove and isolate said 
patient as is proper in such case or circumstance. 

Reg. 2. When the health officer or physician notified as provided in regulation 1 
shall find any person in a car, boat, or other public conveyance to be afflicted with 
smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, measles, whooping cough, or other quarantinable 
diseases, the car, boat, or other public conveyance shall be turned over to the health 
officer or physician, who shall treat such conveyance as infected premises. When in 
the judgment of the health officer or physician the case is in such early stage of develop- 
ment that other passengers are not affected, the patient shall be removed from the 
conveyance and it shall be allowed to proceed. If the health officer or physician shall 
deem that the exposure is such as to have infected other passengers, he shall call upon 
the person in charge to remove infected conveyance from service at the first station 
where suitable accommodations can be secured, and such health officer or physician 
shall notify the health officer in whose jurisdiction the infected conveyance is left. 

Reg. 3. Depots, etc., to be ventilated and heated. — Each depot, railway coach, sleeping 
car, interurban car, and street car while in use for the accommodation of the public 
shall be properly ventilated, and, if necessary, heated, and a sufficient amount of heat 
shall be furnished in time of need so that fresh air can be supplied without causing 
it to become unduly or uncomfortably cold; and the janitor, conductor, caretaker, or 
other person in charge shall see to it that the car is replenished with fresh air from 
time to time as needed to prevent the same from becoming foul, insanitary, or 
oppressive. 

Reg. 4. Cuspidors to be provided, disinfected, etc. — Cuspidors must be provided in ade- 
quate numbers in all waiting rooms of depots and railway stations; each day coach shall 
be provided with one cuspidor for each seat or every two chairs, and two in each smok- 
ing apartment, except that in each parlor car there may be as few as one cuspidor to 
every three seats, and two cuspidors used in the smoking apartment; in each sleeping 
car shall be placed one cuspidor to each section and three cuspidors in the smoking 
apartment, one of which cuspidors, in the absence of a dental lavatory, shall be of 
unusually large size and placed near the washbasin for use in washing the teeth; 
each aforementioned cuspidor shall contain not less than one-third of a pint of an 
approved disinfectant solution, and the cuspidor shall be emptied, washed in a similar 
solution, and replenished each trip or every 24 hours. 

Reg. 5. Dry cleaning prohibited. — Dry dusting and dry sweeping is prohibited at all 
times in waiting rooms of depots and railway stations, or in railway coaches, sleeping 
cars, interurban cars, and street cars. Dusting of passengers also prohibited except in 
vestibule or smoker. 

Reg. 6. Coaches to be cleaned after each trip; how cleaned. — Railway day coaches 
shall be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each trip, and in no instance shall the day 
coach go uncleaned longer than two days when such coach is in use; the thorough 
cleaning of the day coaches shall consist as follows: 



